
===Discover Historic=== 
Casey, Iowa! 

 
First called Spring Valley, the town 
officially became Casey in 1868. In 2019, 
the community will celebrate its 150th 
Sesquicentennial Celebration. That’s a 
whole lot of history! The town was named 
for John Casey (and likely his brother 
James), who had done the grading across 
the divide. They were in charge of the 
extension of the Chicago and Rock Island 
R.R. to Council Bluffs and in honor of the 
two Pennsylvania Irishmen, the name 
Casey was 
established.  
 

White Pole Road 
Drive along a 26-
mile scenic and 
historic road 
connecting the 
communities of 

Adair, Casey, Menlo, Stuart and Dexter. 
Please visit www.whitepoleroad.com for 
more 
information! 
 
Visitor’s Center 
Up on the hill 
of McPherson 
Street, just 
overlooking 
downtown 
from the North, 
is the former 
historic St. John’s Catholic 
Church, which has been 
renovated into the Casey 
Visitor’s Center. Here, 
many events are held 
throughout the year and 
the space can be rented 
for events. The beautiful 
stain-glass windows are a 
must see, having been 
restored in 2012. The building also holds 
many historical photos, documents and 
school yearbooks for those avid family 
history researchers. 
 
The Casey Library This beautiful, state-of-
the-art library consists of several great 
books for children and adults. There are 
also many children’s activities held 
throughout the year and an active book 
club. The building also houses many classic 

books, original 
copies of the 
“Casey 
Vindicator” 
newspaper and 
“The Adair 
News”, as well 
as other 
historical articles, books and school 
composites from Casey’s early glory days. 
The library is a great place for people 
researching genealogy and history of the 
town.   
 
Thomas Duncan 
Did you know 
Casey has its own 
famous author? 
Thomas Duncan, 
born and raised in 
Casey, found fame 
and fortune with 
his national best-
seller “Gus The 
Great” in 1947. The 
book was touted as 
an important piece of 
literature and 
Hollywood came 
knocking with Burt 
Lancaster wanting to 
play the lead. 
Although the movie 
was never made, the book has been 

http://www.whitepoleroad.com/


beloved by those who have an 
appreciation for classic, great literature. 
The Casey Library also houses many of 
Duncan’s other books.  
 
D.R. Jones and Rooster A famous rooster 
named “Jack Pershing” was auctioned off 
during World War I for the Red Cross. 
When the “bidding” was complete, the 
rooster was left on 
the street, so D.R. 
Jones, Casey farmer 
and auctioneer, 
adopted him and 
continued the efforts 
full time for the Red 
Cross. The Rooster 
apparently raised 
$40,000 in 1917. Jack 
was preserved and donated to the Iowa 
State Historical Society. 
 
Jesse James Gang Visit The Jesse James 
Gang made its way through Casey, posing 
as horse buyers, and bought rope at the 
old T.J. Burns General Store (previously 
located where the Casey Library was built 
at McPherson and Logan) the day before 
heading west to rob the train just outside 
of Adair. Word is that several of them 
stayed with area Casey residents. 
 

Dalmanutha Cemetery All that is left of 
the town of 
Dalmanutha is 
the cemetery. 
Dalmanutha 
Village was 
established in 
1855 as a Stage Station located at the 
junction of the Mormon Trail and the 
Newton Stage Line. The first grave at the 
cemetery was a Mormon child who died 
while the family was passing through (part 
of the Mormon Trail). In 1857 the famous 
John Brown accompanied 13 slaves, 9 
others and a wagon full of rifles. He stayed 
overnight at the hotel run by John Porter. 
The town disappeared as the railroad was 
build south, 
forming the town 
of Casey. Early 
settlers are also 
buried here.  
 
Oakwood Cemetery 
This beautiful 
cemetery is located 
just one mile 
southeast of Casey, 
up on a hill. The first person buried here 
was Mrs. James Thompson in 1860. You 
will find many original settlers’ graves here 
as well as the original GAR monument, 
recently restored and rededicated in 2016.  
 

The Veteran’s Park 
and Freedom Mural 
Located on Main 
Street, come view 
the beautiful 
freedom mural 
created by Bubba Sorensen, a painter 
currently painting freedom rocks in  
each county of Iowa. Visit: 
www.thefreedomrock.com for more 
information on this amazing artist! 
 
Slayton Rock Come see a 500,000-pound 
rock discovered by 
one of our farmers 
and see what 
Mother Nature 
had in store! 
Located just west 
of Casey on Highway 6.  
Visit: 1174 Fontanelle Rd, Casey, IA 50048 
 
Historic Buildings and Homes 
Drive around 
the 
community, 
and you can 
still see the 
beauty in several buildings and houses. 
Many of them were built in the 1900s. The 
city would love to see new residents come 
in and revive these historic structures. We 
welcome you to make Casey your home 
today!  

http://www.thefreedomrock.com/

